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Press Release

DATE OF INCIDENT: 03/07/2016
TYPE OF INCIDENT: BICYCLIST/PEDESTRIAN ENFORCEMENT PATROLS

The Ridgecrest Police Department will step up BikBedestrian Safety Enforcement Operations on @387
with focused enforcement on collision causing fexctovolving motorists, pedestrians, and bicyslist

The department has mapped out locations over tie3pgears where pedestrian and bike collisiong hav
occurred alongwith the violations that led to those crashestrdafficers will be on duty patrolling areas where
bike and pedestrian traffic and crashes occur ieffomt to lower deaths and injuries.

Officers will be looking for violations made by deirs, bike riders and pedestrgaalike that can lead to life
changing injuries. Special attention will be diexttoward drivers speeding, making illegal tufaging to stop
for signs and signals, failing to yield to pedests in cross walks or any other dangerous violation

Additionally, enforcement will be taken for obsedvwaolations when pedestrians cross the streefallg or fail

to yield to drivers who have the right of way. Bikders will be stopped and citations issued whesy fal to
follow the same traffic laws that apply to motasisfll riders are reminded to always wear a helm#tose
under 18 years of age must wear helmets by lawleg?eans should cross the street only in markesisgvalks or
at corners.

Bicycle and pedestrian fatalities are rising inifoahia as more people use these non-motorized sefin
transportation. Locally, the Ridgecrest Police &réqment has investigated numerous fatal and irgatysions
involving pedestrians and bicyclists during thetplhsee (3) years. In 2013, California witnessed @édestrians
and 141 bicyclists killed, accounting for more ttzadhpercent of all traffic fatalities.

Funding for this program is provided by a grantirthe California Office of Traffic Safety throughet National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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